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A 

P R E F A C E 

T O 

The Eighth YEAR . 

JntroduUicn to my Sixth Volume laji foregoing 
1 EftS# J borrow'd a few lines from our famous Cowley, here 
$} i Jball make bold to take fuller and warmer encourage- 

fe'JSgwS merits from a Man o f far greater renown , and for Learn¬ 
ing and Devotion, jointly confider'd, one of the Createji that hath 
appear'd in the Chriffian world th/f i 200 years and upwards. 'Vis 
that giveth ns the old Acccmpt of the addreffes and affectionate 
refpeffs, which Wife men bore towards PhiLofophers, and one Phi - 
lofopher to another; and with all of the travels and perils they title 
derteok by jea and land, over rocks and mountains , and through in. 
ho [pit able deferts, to vift the mof Eminent at the remotef difian* 
ccs.and for the Ac quell of Arts and knowledge* The perfonj mean, 
is St. Hierome, and the words, wherein he gives us that relation^, 
are tbefe , De Sceculi bominibus ■, 

Legiraus in veteriUus H.ftoriis quofdam luftrafie provin* 
cias, novos adiifie populos, maria cranfitffe, ut eos, quosex 
libris norerantjcenm quoque viderent. S\c Pythagoras Mem- 
phiticos rates; fre Plato iElgyptum Sc Architam Tarentinum 
inviiit, eamqueoram Italise, quae quondam Magna Gracia 
dicebatur, peragravit; ut qui Athenis Magtfer erat, Sc po- 
tens, cujui'que doftrioam Academi£e,Gymna{u perfonabant, 
fieret peregrinus arque Difeipulus j malens alieua verecunde 
difeere, quatn fua imprudenter ingererc : Denique , cum 
literas quad toto Oibe fugientes perlequitur, captus a Piratis 
arque venuudatus, etiarn Tyranno crudr hfiimo paruit, du* 
&u$ captivus, vindus Scfervus^ tamen qu- : a Philofophus , ma* 
for emtnle fe fust. Ad T. Livium,\ti6tco eloqueutias -tootc ma¬ 
nat item, de ulrimis H'.fpaniae Galliarumque finibus quofdam 
veniffe Nobiles legitims 5 5c quos ad cooteroplatiouem fui 
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Rpma tiofl traxerat, unius bominis fama perduxif} Habnft ilia 
aetas inauduum cmuibus fteculis celebrandumque miraculum, 
ut ilrbc-m taotam ingrcffi, aliud extra quasreront. ApAUnv.i^ 
live it 1 c Magus- (ut vuigus loquitur) five Philofophus j uc 
Pvthagorici tradunt, intravit Perfas, pertrar.fivit Caucafura , 
Albinos, Scythas, Mafiagetas, opulentifiima Indue regna 
penetravit, Sc ad extremum, larffimo Phfinis srane tranf- 
m Jo, pervenit ad Brachman&s , u: Hi arch am , in thro no fe- 
dentem aureo, Sc de Tantali fonte potantem , inter paucos 
dilcipulos, de Natura, de Motibus fiderum, ac dierum cur* 
fu audiret docentem, Inde per Elamytas, Babylonios, 
Chaidaeos, Medos, Aflyrios, Parthos, Syros, Phcenices, A* 
rabes, Palaeftinos, reverfus Alexandriam, perrexit in Aih:o- 
piam, ut Gymnofophiftas 5c famofiflimam Solis menfam vi* 
deret in fabulo. Invenit ille Vir ubique quod difcerec, & 
lemper proficiens, Temper fe melior fieret. 

So far He $ by vebich lively and flagrant lines we may eafily 
apprehend^ what a relijh this pood Father had for the reputation 
of Philofophy , And if any do wax pale at the growth of it , 
they (etm to Jherp thereby , how little they have either of the 
intelligent Piety of this Holy man , or of the Civility of the 
Gentile Philofophers. 

If it be objeUed , That here this Learned Father declares a 
Fondnefs for Apollonius, as if none but the Vulgar had efieem- 
ed him a Magician , but the Pythagoreans claim'd him for a 
Philofopher 5 It may be confiderd , that St ♦ Hierome received 
this indulgent report from the Tradition of the more primitive 
Fathers , and particularly from Juftin Martyr , who doubtlefs 
could difeern deeper in Philofophy, than Vulgar Heads, and might 
c-eme nearer to the Truth than Pbiloftratus, who perhaps might 
affecl Romantique Stories. But We have no concernment for A- 
poilonius » only we may vindicate the pious Father for his fa¬ 
vourable fentence 5 Jince we find it no new thing ,. that Great 
Philofophers , Mathematicians and *l)n-common ArtificersJhould 
be defamed by the rude multitude for Magicians 3 or Atbe- 

ip- 

We mufi grant , that in the laft Age , when Operative Phf- 
lofopby began to recover ground , and to tread on the heels 
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tf triumphant rhflology i emergent adventures and great fue- 
ceffes mrs encomtred by dangerous apportions and ftrong ah* 
ftruHions : Galilteus end others in Italy jiijfcred extremities for 
their Celeftial Di(covetjes ; and here in England Sr. Walter 
Raleigh , when he was in h:s great eft Infer , was noto'ioufty 
/laundered, to have ere tied a School of Athcifm, hccaufe be gave 
countenance to Chymiftry, to praUtcal Arts, and to curious Me¬ 
chanical Operations, and rtejign'd to form the heji of them into 
ts Celled Anti gtueen Eh^ibtths Gilbert was a long time 
e deem'd extravagant for his Magnctijmcs * and Harvey for his 
diligent researches in pufmnee of the Circulation of the 
Blood. 

But, when cur renowned Lord Bacon had demonflrated the 
’Methods for a perfcH Rcjtauraticn of ait parts of Real Jgiow- 
iedge 5 and the Generous and Philofophical Peyrcskius had, foon 
after , agitated in all parts to redeem the moft inf ruth ive An* 
iiauities , and to excite Experimental Effays , and frefh Difcove. 
ries i The fue-ccfs became on a faddon jhpendieus , and EjfhHive 
philo fophy began to fparhje, and even to flow into beams of bright- 
/billing Light , all over the World. And the (aid Peyrcskius 
his Orators , Gallendus and Rucchardus, have in their Hifto * 
ties and Panegyric kg rat fed him a more Jplendid Monument , than 
feme of the greatefl Monarcbs can fljew. And it is remarkable, 
that when Bucchardus, a very eloquent Frenchman, had at 
Rome, in Academia Humoriftarutn, extolled, in a Funeral Ge 
ration, this his Countryman Peyrcskius for one of the msfl won¬ 
derful Advancers of all finds of Literature and of Arts that 
any age or place brought forth } yet he came off with univer/al 
applaufl , and devout acclamations , though Urban the 8th, 
end his favourite -Cardinals, and Jeveral great Prints s in Italy, 
and many excellent perfons in Rome , did then highly pretend 5 
and might not unjuftly lay claim to the patronage , and 
extraordinary merit in every kind of Learning, Art, and Ele¬ 
gancy* 

Thefe Vert ms will feme bright eft among ft the Vert nous ; and 
although the Emulation of Countries may grow hot, yet the beau¬ 
ty of Fertue s and the truth of Philofophy will prevail . The 
Eaft and the Brachajaus had the eld Fame } (as the learned 
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Father hath told us above,) but the Curious Tslonficur Bernier 
being lately returned from the Mogolians , gives us good affis- 
ranee, that neither they, nor their Brachmans , are now worthy 
to teach the Europeans ■, but the Wtfefl among ft them do rejoyce 
in the philosophical Light, which now ffjines in the Weft, and in 
our North. And who knows, how foon or how potently our non: 
de full progrefs of Arts, and the Lujlre of our Philofipby may 
awapen them, to embrace the more glorious deClrine of the Gof 
pel . I'Ve hope , this Ingenious Travel!our will make hajl to gyve 
us a Philofophical accompt of his Travels , with no lefs accu < 
ratenefs } than he hath given us the Political AIsj!cries of the 
Mogolians, and the Sottifhnefs ef the Cbnftian AbyJJins or AG 
thiopians* 

When the Emulation was hottefi on both jutes the AlpeJ_> who 
Jhould excell in the flowry Arts of Oratory and Poetry , though 
Sanazary was then on one fide of the Alpes , and far greater 
men, great Poets on the other jide in France } yet both the Sea- 
ligers, Julius and Jofephus, tbemfelves Italians and French, gave 
the lawrel to Buchanan a Scot . And thus the Wejl or Nortk- 
•wind, bringing the fweet flowers of Philology, and the richefl 
fruit of Philofophy, will be more Wellcome to the Intelligent, than 
the fetid and contagious blajh from the Eajl\ And the Wife 
and the Vertuous ought not to regard the Cenfures and reproaches 
of the ignorant or malignant Multitudes . They retain an in¬ 
ternal fatisfachon within thcmfelves ; and found Philosophers are 
mutually each to other fuffcient Theaters. I fljall no longer as-, 
tain the Curious and Ingenious Reader from the bujtnefs ns have 
in handy 
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